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To learn more about Wild Care, visit our web site! 
www.wildcarecapecod.org

	Helping the Herons
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Photo by: Dan Ferro
After what once was Hurricane Arthur brushed past the Outer Cape on July 4th of this year, Karen Klein of South Mashpee figured she'd better look at the damage the tropical depression level winds had done to her home. Along with the expected branches and limbs, she also discovered two small fuzzy yellow-beaked birds and the remnants of a nest on the ground beneath a large maple tree. "They were little frightened babies," she said. "One was sitting, but the other one was standing up."

 

Thus, she and her family could see the birds' long yellow legs. With the help of a bird guidebook, they surmised they could be Green Herons and it seemed clear the storm had sent the nest tumbling to the ground with the babies inside. Karen's daughter Martha, who has volunteered in animal rehabilitation, told Karen what to do: "Call Wild Care! They will be able to help."

 

So began a week-long collaboration between the Klein family and the animal care staff at Wild Care, Inc. After ascertaining that there were adult herons in the area, who were probably feeding the babies at night, Jennifer Taylor, Wild Care's Animal Care Coordinator, instructed Karen not to touch or feed the birds, but simply put some brush in a perimeter around them.

 

Karen asked neighbors to try to keep their cats indoors and their dogs far away from the babies, but since her family was heading off Cape for two days, Karen worried about predators getting to the herons while the house was empty. Andrea Dedekam, one of Wild Care's wildlife rehabilitators, promised her that she would find someone to help. After consulting with Norman Smith from the Blue Hills Trail Side Museum, Andrea connected with Deb Silva and Jason Zimmer from MASS WILDLIFE. Jason was able to go to the home in Mashpee, reposition the nest back in the maple tree and place the baby herons in it safely.

 

When the Kleins returned home, Karen could see the nest securely tucked in among the limbs and both birds actually moving along the branches. "I nicknamed them Alpha and Omega," she said, "because one of them was larger and stronger and seems more adventurous."

 

"Wild Care was an enormous help," Karen said. "I just want to thank them so much. I can watch the little guys in our maple tree for now, and I will feel so good when they finally are able to fly off on their own. I really care about the wild animals here, and clearly so does everyone at Wild Care."

 

For the staff at Wild Care, Karen Klein's story is one among many. It is a vital part of Wild Care's mission to educate and advise the public about wildlife. We are proud to have joined forces with members of the community and other wildlife agencies to avert an animal casualty and to help maintain the vibrant natural environment of Cape Cod.  
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A Weekend for the Birds!
 

Birds, Beds & Breakfast  Weekend 
November 14-16
Provincetown Hotel at Gabriel's
 

You are invited to join Wild Care for a brilliant weekend of birding & tracking with Vernon Laux, Senior Naturalist at the Linda Loring Nature Foundation, and Diane Boretas, Master Tracker and certified professional Wetland Scientist, at the exclusive Provincetown Hotel at Gabriel's in Provincetown.

 

Itinerary includes walks and interactive talks, two nights accommodations at the exclusive Provincetown Hotel, made to order breakfast, cocktails, dinner and more. It is an amazing opportunity to join other Wild Care friends, support our rescue and rehabilitation efforts and have a birding adventure on the Outer Cape with fascinating wildlife experts. 

 

Prices range from $600 - $900 per room. Space is extremely limited, so book your room today!  To register, call 508-487-2779 or click here.
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City Seagulls
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Photo by: Julia Cumes

 

Have you ever seen a baby seagull? Well, Wild Care has taken in a few this summer, including these two who were discovered in a busy Hyannis parking lot by the concerned staff at a nearby doctor's office. Although there were adult birds in the area, they were unable to adequately care for their fallen young, because of the continuous human and vehicular traffic. Worried about the safety of both the baby birds and the pedestrians, Wild Care took in these little seagulls and are tending to them until they can be released back into the wild.



 


     


 

Donate Items from our Wish List  


 

Calling All Photographers! 
 

Throughout the month of August, Wild Care invites you to participate in our Wildlife Photo Competition!  In collaboration with Orleans Camera, we are inviting local and visiting amateur photographers to an Open Juried Online Competition and Exhibit. Entries are $10 per photo.  Celebrate with Wild Care the majesty and variety of wildlife here on Cape Cod by submitting your best photo(s) of a native animal in the wild. There are great Orleans Camera gift certificate prizes and the winning photos will be displayed on both Wild Care's website and on Orleans Camera's website in September. 

 

For more information and to register, please visit www.wildcarecapecod.org starting August 1.  Entries must be received by August 31.

   

You can also take part in our free, fun & family-friendly "Take only Pictures" Photo Scavenger Hunt. The list of nature-themed scavenger hunt items will be posted on www.wildcarecapecod.org on August 1. 

 

We want to give a special shout out to supporter Sherri Pedane for underwriting the cost of running this competition. Sherri regularly helps Wild Care both in person and through her generous donations. She is looking forward to seeing some excellent photography from Wild Care friends!
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Baby Bird Bonanza
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Photo: One of our hungry guests enjoys a delicious worm. Photo Credit: Julia Cumes
All summer long, we have been nearly at our capacity for Baby Birds. Over 170 avian orphans have joined us here at the center, in our clinic and the barn, and we want to give a very heartfelt thank you to the Wild Care baby bird volunteers who tirelessly feed and nurture them from early morning into the evening. We simply could not care for so many babies without you! Some of the species we have seen include blue jays, Carolina wrens, American robins, two kinds of flycatchers, song sparrows, grackles, red-winged blackbirds, house finches and many more. Its a delight to hear them singing and to know that eventually they will be ready to fly away on their own!

 

Because we have had so many birds this summer, we are running low on some of our vital supplies. You can look at our wish list on Amazon (and join Amazon Smile and designate Wild Care Inc., and you will be helping us twice!) or if you find you can drop off any of these nonperishable items, just give us a call at 508-240-2255:

· Bleach - gallon jugs
· Dawn Dish Detergent
· Arm & Hammer Laundry detergent
· Paper Towels
· Kleenex tissues - Plain - no additives!
· Real cotton balls
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Every Penny Counts 
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They weigh down your change purse, fall into cracks on the sofa and collect in overflowing jars... but those pennies can really add up - that is if you were part of the Penny Harvest at Ezra Baker Elementary School in Dennis this past year. Led by Ellen Flanagan, the school's dean of students, a group of students formed a "philanthropy round table" and joined the nationwide "Penny Harvest" campaign to collect over $1000 in change from friends, family and neighbors. After researching local non-profits carefully, the students chose finalists and took a vote among the student body to decide on the organizations they would donate to. Wild Care was lucky enough to be one of them, and Wild Care intern Katie Awiszus and Development & Communcations Officer Lisa Cavanaugh met with the round table group to teach them more about Wild Care's work and to introduce them to a little slider-hybrid turtle that the kids named "Turbo Joe."  We are very grateful to the kids of Ezra Baker school for their hard work, community spirit and thoughtfulness ~ and proud to be the recipients of the $445 they collected, penny by penny, for Wild Care.
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	 Wild Care
 10 Smith Lane
Eastham, Massachusetts 02642 
info@wildcarecapecod.org
508-240-2255 
 
About Wild Care
 Since 1994, Wild Care has treated injured, ill and orphaned native wildlife for release back into the wild capable of independent survival, prevented wildlife casualties through public education and counseling, and engaged the community in conservation services through volunteerism.
Wild Care does not charge the public for our services.  We accept wildlife regardless of a rescuer's ability to make a donation; and we never compromise quality of care or the dignity of an animal's life for fundraising purposes.
 

	

	


