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To learn more about Wild Care, visit our web site! 
www.wildcarecapecod.org
Sea Bird Strandings   
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This month saw more Sea Birds at our critical care clinic.  With the lakes and ponds frozen and perpetually snowbound, many sea birds land on parking lots and roads, mistaking the open expanse of pavement as water.  We took in one such behavioral stranding from Brewster, a Greater Scaup, and also have seen White Winged Scoters, Red Throated Loons and Mergansers in March.  Most of these types of patients have foot abrasions and dehydration, and we can treat them effectively and release them only after a few days.  All of us, feathered friends included, are sure to be happy when Spring finally arrives.
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Merganser in our Clinic
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Thank you to all of our friends and supporters who attended our annual Wild Winter Night fundraiser earlier this month.  We are extremely grateful to all of the individuals and businesses who donated to our event.  Thank you!
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One-Eyed Screech   
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This adult screech owl was found in a snowbank in Brewster with head trauma and injury to its left eye. We speculate he may have been struck by a vehicle. Once he recovered from his concussion, we had a Vet examine him, and now he remains here so we can monitor how his recovery progresses. Screech Owls can survive in the wild with one eye that has less than 100% vision because they do much of their foraging for food using sound, listening for insects and worms beneath their feet. So we are holding out hope that, with our ongoing care and treatment, this guy will continue to do well and that we may be able to send him back into the wild.




 



     



 

Donate Items from our Wish List  



 

Save the Date!
Make a date this May 13th to join Wild Care friends and supporters at "A Taste Of Spring at Viera".   This benefit dinner is an elegant three course meal with wine at Harwich's cozy and sophisticated Viera Restaurant. Proceeds will help fund our busy baby bird program and other wildlife orphan care this Spring and Summer.  More details to follow.
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Canada Goose Adventure 
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Early in March, Wild Care received a call that a goose had been discovered on a road in Harwich, upside down and unable to right herself.  When our Wildlife Rehab. Assistant Amy Webster arrived, the goose had her face tucked into her wing and was too weak and uncoordinated to get up on her own. Back at Wild Care, she was initially treated for dehydration, tattered feathers, foot abrasions and parasites.  We moved her from a crate to a playpen and was treated with a course of antibiotics, after which she improved rapidly.  Once she grew stronger, we transferred her to our elliptical aviary. From that point she became bold and aggressive, easily consuming all the food we provided. She even tried to escape ~ so we knew it was time to release her.  Wild Care returned her to her rescue site area in Harwichport, near the water, where she quickly flew to join other geese.
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Sassy Swan   
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Animal Care Coordinator Jennifer Taylor still has the bruises from a very sassy swan we released this month. The Swan was brought in after tangling with power lines in Dennis... luckily it hadn't been electrocuted, which is often the case in these situations. It did have a load of parasites and was weakened by its collision, so our team dewormed it, fed it well and it recovered rapidly.  Swans can be aggressive and their wings are incredibly powerful ~ in fact, they have specialized "armor" in their wings. As Jennifer examined and moved this swan, preparing for release, the swan puffed up its feathers and swiped her with its wings to show its eagerness to be sent back to the wild.  We complied as soon as it was healthy enough, by placing it near a waterway off Bass River with other swans.  We were happy to let it return to its natural habitat! 

 Wild Care
 10 Smith Lane
Eastham, Massachusetts 02642 
info@wildcarecapecod.org
508-240-2255 
 
About Wild Care
 Since 1994, Wild Care has treated injured, ill and orphaned native wildlife for release back into the wild capable of independent survival, prevented wildlife casualties through public education and counseling, and engaged the community in conservation services through volunteerism.
Wild Care does not charge the public for our services.  We accept wildlife regardless of a rescuer's ability to make a donation; and we never compromise quality of care or the dignity of an animal's life for fundraising purposes.
 



